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Thing, which comes from fo valuable a Correfpon- 
dent. Were I a young Man indeed, and fond of the 
vain Reputation of an Author, fuch Commendations 
would be apt to elate me too much with an Opinion 
of my own Parts ; but there can be little Danger of 
this in One, who does not write from any fuch Mo- 
tives, but from a fincere Zeal for the Honour of his 
King, and the Welfare of his Country ; which I can 
affure this Gentleman are the fole Ends of my prefent 
Undertaking ; and for that Reafon, I fhall be very 
proud of his future A fiiftance. 
Gray s-Inn, 


Dec. 26. 1726. Cares D’Anvers. 





N° 9. Monday, Fanuary 2. 





Prafenti TIBI matures largimur bonores, 
Furandafque tuum per nomen ponimus aras, 
Nil oriturum alias, nil ortum tale fatentes. Hor. 





SHERE is nothing, in which the Ge- 
nerality of Mankind are fo apt to be 
miftaken, as in their Opinion of great 
Men. ‘They commonly judge by the 
outfide ; and where they fee Power, 
Riches, and Splendor, they haftily con- 
clude, that there muit be great Parts and Abilities 
in Proportion. As for Honetfty, it is quite out of the 
Queftion ; for even the vulgar Herd know better than 
to look for that Qualification in a modern great Maz. 
But moft Perfons, who have not been much conver- 
fant in publick Affairs, entertain a better Opinion of 
their Superiors than they generally deferve. They 
imagine 
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imagine them, at leaft, to be Men of extraordinary 
Capacities, whatever their moral Principles may be ; 
and think it impoflible for any Perfon to fit long at 
he Helm, and influence large Domini ions, who is not 
endowed with uncommon Sagacity, Pusietion: Ex- 
perience, and the moft extenfive Knowledge of all 
a ast tick and fo reign Affairs. 

However rec quil ite to rt a ogy thefe Talents may 
be, yet if we look round Fz I believe we fhall 
find that too many great Men hy in all Courts, are not 
fully qualified in the‘e re we. . am afraid it will 
appear that /ome ov e th it Gana ur to pimping, in- 
forming, or the Int eft of a Court Miftrefs others 
to the Weaknefs or Vi ices of a Prince, whom wy 
flatter and indulge in his Pleafures ; that ome rife by 
doing dirty Jobs for a great Miniffer, and Piss Pd 
him, in diftrefs, from the meeeeipeins of a People, 
whom he has injured and provok med fome by the In- 
fluence of over-grown Companies, - the Stren sth 

srful Alliances; nor fhall we want Inftances of 
bers, whofe aa rar 





and Incapacity for publick 
fi have been their only Recommendations. In 
hort, ps fhell obferve, upon a itrict Survey of the 
Rife of great Me n, that fometimes Chance, and fe- 
veral unaccountable Accidents, as the Death - Fall 
of Pa at Aa npetitors ; fometimes the Power, Caprice, 
at idolence, Ina¢ti 

the chicf In- 

f tl it; and we fhall fel- 
dom find it owing to thofe ufeful and valuable En- 
i 701 nftitute a truly 

















In thofe refined Ages, indeed, and in thofe Coun- 
ere almoft every thing is managed by the 
it was in the Court of France 
there does not feem to be thar 
Accomplifhments, which there 
> of Europe depended on the ge 
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nuine Strength and Vigour of national Conftitutions ; 
or on the Wifdom, Experience, and Sagacity of pub- 
lick Minifters. For this Reafon, a Man might make 
a great Figure in Po/iticks, at that Court, with half 
the Abilities, which Walfingham or Burleigh could do 
here in their Times, who thought fit to fteer their 
Adminiftration by well-weighed Counfels and Inte- 
grity, inftead of exorbitant Penfions and Bribes; and 
faved the Nation immenfe Sums of Money by the 
Application of wife Heads in Conjunétion with ua- 
corrupt Hearts. 

The Charaéter of a great Man was not to be ac- 
quired, in thofe Times, by underftanding the paltry 
Bufinefs of a Money-Scrivener, or a Stock-jobber by 
a Skill in Ufury, Brokage, and the Tricks of Ex- 
change-Alley; or by colloguing with certain great 
Bodies of Men, in order to defraud, bubble, and 
beggar the reft of the Nation; not by fuborning 
falfe Judgment, and hiring Men to proftitute their 
Confciences for fordid Lucre. Neither was it, in 
thofe Times, thought to confift wholly in the Flow- 
ers Of Rhbetorick, and a certain Knack of Haranguing 
in publick ; efpecially in ftudying the Foid/es of Man- 
kind, and applying to tho/e Parts, which are always 
moft open to Deception. I do not mention This, 
from any Contempt of that excellent Endowment ; 
or to derogate, in the leaft, from Thofe, who are 
happily pofiefied of it; but only to fhew that Ora- 
sory and Elccution are not abfolutely neceflary to the 
(Character of a great Man; much lefs that they are 
the on/y Qualifications requifite to form a Prime Mi- 
nifler; who, inftead of poffefling thefe Qvack En- 
dowments, ought to be a Man of great Knowledge, 
Depth, and Penetration in pyublick Affairs. He fhould 
be pericétly acquainted with the political State, not 
on'y of his own Country, but likewiie of all Europes 
with the Intereft, Projeéts, and Views of foreign 
Rourts; with the Arts of Peace and War; with a 
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deep and mafterly Comprehenfion of Schemes, 
Treaties, and Negotiations ; a piercing Forefight in- 
to future Events, and a folid Judgment of prefent 
Occurrences ; and, to crown all, with a cool delibe- 
rating Head, and a ftedfaft, unfhaken Refolution, to 
aét, upon all Occafions, as it fhall feem to be moft 
for his Mafter’s Service, and the Intereft and Honour 
of his native Country. 

I could wifh that all Men in Pewer and Favoxr, 
or Thofe, who are in the way of being fo, would 
give themfelves the Trouble of reading a Letter, 
fuppofed to be written by Sir Francis Bacon to Sir 
George Villars, Duke of Buckingham, at that Time 
the great Favourite of King Sames 1. in which they 
will find fome excellent Direétions for the Behaviour 
of Perfons in that high Condition, delivered with 
fuch a noble Spirit of Freedom, Boldnels, and Sim- 
plicity, as became the Pen of that excellent Perfon. 
This Letter may be feen in a Book, call’d Cabala, 
and is well worth every Man’s Perufal; but it be 
ing, at prefent, grown pretty fcarce, I will antici- 
pate the Reader’s Pleafure with fome remarkable 
Extraéts out of it. 

He begins with an Apology for undertaking fucht 
a Task; by affuring him that he is no Coyrtier, nor 
verfed in State Matters ; and, indeed, his Advice 
feems very extraordinary, at this Diftance, to a Man 
in fuch a Station ; for, through the whole Courfe of 
his Letter, He recommends Perfons of Ability, Knows 
hedge, and Integrity to his particular Notice and Di- 
ftinétion, as the fitte/f Perjons to fill up all the great 
Offices of the Kingdom. He forewarns him to avoid 
Flattery himfelf, and to difcountenance it in others 3 
talks of Juftice, Learning, and Merit with a very 
high Air ; and feems to conclude, that the Good of 
bis Country, and the true Intereft of his Prince ought: 
to be the principal Views ot every great Man 
which, as romantick as they may feem, were not 
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altogether unfafhionable Topicks in the good old Days 
of Queen Elizabeth; a Reign, which our Author 
prefumes to lay down as a Pattern to all fucceeding 
Princes. 

He begins with the CHURCH in this man- 
ner. ‘ The <Archdifbops and Bifbops, next under 
‘‘ the King, have the Government of the Church 
*© and ecclefiaftical Affairs. Be not You the Mean to 
“ prefer any to thofe Places for any By-re/peds 3 but 
“« only for their Learning, Gravity, and .Vo th. Their 
“ Lives and Dofrines ought to be exemplary. 

* You will, /ays be, be often follicited, and per- 
«‘ haps importuned to prefer Scholars to Church- 
«+ Livings. You may further your Friends in that 
* Way, ceteris parijus. Otherwife, remember, I 
‘* pray, that Thefe e not Places merely of Faveur. 
«“ The Charge of Souls lies upon them ; the greateft 
«* Account whereof will be required at their ows 
“© Hands; but They will thare deeply in their Faults, 
«« who are the Jnfiruments of their Preferments.” 


I AW; of which He 

















H ¢ next proceeds to the Lé 
fpeaks thus. ‘* Let the Rule of Juftice be the Laws 
«© of the Land ; an impartial Arbiter between the 
“© King and his Peeple, and between one Subject and 
*‘ another.” Again, 

** As far as it may lie in you, let no arbitrary 


«© Power be intruded. The People of this Kingdom 
“ love the Lagws thereof ; and nothing will oblige 


“ them more, than a Confidence of the : free enjoying 
‘© of them. What the Nod/es, upon an Occation, 
‘* once faid in Parliament, molumus /ezes Anglia mu- 
«« tari, is imprinted in the Hearts of all the People.” 
He goes on thus. 

«« But becaufe the Life of the Laws lies in the due 

Execution and Adminiftration of them, let your 
«« Eye be, in the firft place, upon the Choice of good 
“+ Fudges. ‘Thefe Properties had They need to be 
*s. furnifhed with ; to be /earned in their Profeflion 5 
“ patient 
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“¢ patient in hearing; prudent in governing 3 powwer- 
«« ful in their Elocution to perfuade and fatisfy both 
«* the Parties and Hearers; jw/? in their Judgment + 
« and, to fum up all, They mutt have three Attri- 
-« butes ; they muft be Men of Courage, fearing God, 
«* and hating Covetou/ne/s. An ignorant Man can: 
** not, a Coward dares not bea good Fudge. 

«« By no means, /ays be, be you perfuaded to inter- 
* pofe yourlelf, either by Word or Letter, in any 

Caufe depending, or like to be depending in any 
Court of Juftice ; nor fuffer any other great Man 
«* to do it, where you can hinder it; and by al¥ 
«* means diffwade the King himfelf from it, upon the 
« Jmportunity of azy, for Themfelves, or their 
«« Friends. If it fhould prevail, it perverts Jultice. 
« If the Fudge be fo juft, and of fuch Courage (as he 
«¢ ought to be) as not to be inclined thereby ; yet it 
¢ always leaves a Taint of Sufpicion behind it. 
«¢ Judges muft be as chaite as Ce/ar’s Wife, neither 
* to be, nor to be fufpected to be, unjuft; and, Sir, 
** the Honour of the Judges, in their Judicature, is 
the King’s Honour, whofe Perfon they reprefent.” 
Concerning Partiaments he fpeaks thus. “ The 
true Ufe of Parliaments, in this Kingdom, is very 
** excellent ; and they fhould be offen called, as At- 
«* fairs of the Kingdom fhall require ; and continued as 
long as is neceflary, and no longer ; for then, they 
* will be but Buarthens to the People, by reafon of 
* the Priviteces, juftly due to the Members of the 
*¢ Two Houfes and their Attendants; which their 
juft Rights and Privileges are religioufly to be ob« 
¢ ferved and maintained.” 

He goes on thus. ‘* For the great Offices and Of 
“ ficers of the Kingdom, .I thall fay littl—Only, in 
s¢ the general, 1 advife This. Let them be fet in 
“* thofe Places, for which they are probably the mof 
“ ft. 

As to Emnassizs, /ays been T will tell you 
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** what was the Cuftom in the happy Days of Queen 
“| Elizabeth 3. whom, it will be no Difreputation to 


“* follow. She did vary, according to the Nature of 
** the Employment, the Qua/ity of the Perfons fhe 
«es 


employed ; which is a good Rule to go by. 

«« If it was an Embafy of Gratulation or Ceremony, 
‘s choice was made of fome noble Perfon, eminent in 
“+ Place, and able in Purfe; and he would take it as 
a Mark of Farowr, and difcharge it without any 
“« great Burthen to the Queen’s Coffers, for his own 
** Honocur’s Sake. 

«« But if it were an Embafy of Weight, concern- 
ing Affairs of Srate, choice was made of fome 
fad Perfon, of known Fudgment, Wifdom, and Ex- 
perience; and not of a young Man, nor wayed in 
State-Matters, nor of a meer formal Man, whatio- 
ever his Tit/e or Outfide were. 

“« If Legier AMBassapors or AGENTs were fent 
to remain in or near the Courts of thofe Princes 
or States, (as it was ever held fit to obferve the 
Motions, and to hold Correfpondency with them 
upon al] Occafions,) /uch were made choice of as 
were prefumed to be vigi/gnt, induffrious, and 
difcreet ; and had the Language (and, I /eliewe, I 
*t may add, could adapt them/elves to the MANNERS) 
** of the Places whither they were fent.”’ 

Concerning WAR, he declares himfelf in this 
manner. ‘* Wars are either foreign or civi]. For the 
‘* foreign War by the King upon fome neighbouring 
** Nation, Lhope we are fecure. The King, in his 
** pious and juft Difpofition, is not inclinable there 
* unto. His Empire is long enough, bounded with 
“ the Owanw; as if the very Situation thereof had 
“* taught the King and People to fet up their Refs, 
#§ and fay, ne plus ultra.” 

Ona civil War, or Rebellion, and the Supprefhion 
of them, he makes this Obfervation. ‘* If God fhall 
** ble{s thefe Endeavours, and the King return to his 
‘fF own 
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